Manitowoc County Youth Sports, Inc.
Minutes from February 15th, 2026 Officers, Directors & Commissioners Meeting
Submitted by Shannon Kish, Secretary Treasurer

The February 16th, 2025 meeting was held at OverTime in Valders.

President Glaeser called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

Officers, Directors, and Commissioners present: Steve Barta, Ray Berres, Kraig Binversie, Kevin Bonde, Adam Christiansen, Heather Garceau, Lee Glaeser, Jason Keller, Shannon Kish, Allen Kliment, Steve Kuenstler, Todd Meyer and Adam Neuser.

Motion to approve the September 10, 2025 Wrap Up Meeting minutes was made by Christiansen and seconded by Barta.  Motion carried.  

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of February 1, 2026 was made by Barta and seconded by Kliment. Motion carried. 

Zack Lensmire from Howards Grove was invited to discuss the Colt league however was unable to attend again but does still have interest in joining.

Zack Sand and Andrew Deehr attended our meeting to talk about possibly combining MCYS with MIBA (Calumet County).     They only have boys leagues from grades K-8 and discussed that the biggest difference between the 2 leagues is how we each distinguish levels.  Currently they have Rookies (K-2nd) Traveling (3rd-4th), Little (5th-6th) and Pony (7th -8th).  They spoke on how the smaller age groups allow kids more playing time and the ability to play and grow at more positions.  Their season starts 5/18 and they play one game a week until school is out, then it is 2 games a week (M&W or Tu&Th depending on the league).  Games start at 5:30 and do have a time limit.  Their end of year tournament has a gold and silver bracket which is seeded by the percentage of wins during the 6 week season.  They find this works well as you don’t have the top teams playing the bottom teams right away.  They use teamlinkt to streamline standings, forms etc.   Their website is www.calumetbaseballleague.com.

The discussion lasted about an hour and we as a board decided it was certainly something to consider however we need to talk to our communities.  We realize that a May 18th start date would make it nearly impossible to combine this year but if its what the communities want, we would work to make it happen for next year. 

Glaeser spoke on the Umpire Clinic scheduled for March 28th from 10-2pm.  Kish noted that there are currently 6 people that have signed up.

Kish noted the amount spent per team in 2025 increased to $163.78, up from $152.66 in 2024.  Our current entry fee is $130.00.  Thanks to a large donation from the West Foundation we haven’t needed to increase team fees to match at this time.

Discussion was held regarding awards prices increasing 25% this year.  Several options were brought up but no decision was made.  It was decided to wait to make a motion until our March meeting.


Rule changes for 2025 were discussed as follows:
	
JFP:  
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Motion made by Kuenstler to approve as presented.  Seconded by Kliment. Binversie and Meyer were opposed.  Motion carried.

Machine Pitch: 
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Motion made by Keller to approve as presented.  Seconded by Barta. Motion carried.
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Motion made by Keller to approve as presented. Seconded by Christiansen. Motion carried.
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Motion by Christiansen to approve as presented.  Seconded by Keller. Motion carried.
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     Motion made by Christiansen to approve as presented. Seconded by Keller. Motion carried.
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Motion made by Barta to approve as presented.  Seconded by Keller. Motion carried.

PeeWee:  
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Motion made by Garceau to approve as presented.  Seconded by Berres. Barta and Christiansen were opposed. Motion carried. 
 
 
Peanut:  
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Motion made by Barta to approve as presented.  Seconded by Binversie.  Motion carried.
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Motion made by Garceau to not approve rule as presented. Seconded by Meyer. Motion carried.
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Motion made by Barta to approve as presented.  Seconded by Meyer.  Christiansen opposed.  Kish did not vote due to conflict of interest. Motion carried.
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Motion to deny as presented made by Garceau.  Seconded by Christiansen.  Motion carried.
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Motion made by Barta to approve with minor wording adjustments made by Christiansen.  Seconded by Garceau.  Motion carried.
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Motion to approve as presented made by Barta.  Seconded by Christiansen.  Motion denied with all other voting members opposed.  Bonde abstained. 

Motion to approve the 2026 Permission Form, Team Entry Form and Team Roster forms with an adjustment to the umpire clinic times on the permission form made by Neuser. Seconded by Keller. Motion carried.  Bonde will make adjustments.  Kish will email to community contacts.

Next meeting will be March 15th.  We would like community contacts and coaches to attend the April meeting to discuss possible changes for next year based on conversation with Zack.

Motion to adjourn made by Barta.  Seconded by Binversie.  Motion carried.
.
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VL PITCHING

1.

Pitching machine set up: The back end of the pitching machine will be placed 2 (two)
feet in front of the pitching rubber (to avoid too much drop in the pitch). The Power

be set on the #3 setting.

#2 setting on the release arm and #4 setting on the micro setting will likely give a good
pitch. You may need to dig in one end of the machine or prop up one end in order to
get the best height on a pitch. Consistently placing the sweet spot of the ball (often
referred to as between the “horseshoes” of the laces) on the adjusting bolt can often
provide a more consistent pitch.
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VII. HOME TEAM RESPONSIBILITY

1.

The home team shall furnish at least 1 (one) umpire per game, but 2 (two) umpires per
game is desired. Once a game starts, the umpires shall have complete control over how
the game proceeds. The umpires shall eject from the game, any player, coach, or
manager for using profane language. The umpires may also eject from the game, for
good reason, any person or player at any time they feel it is necessary for the good of
the game and the program. Such ejections shall be agreed upon by all umpires working
the game and shall be reported to the Machine Pitch Softball League Commissioner as
soon as possible, but in no case later than the following day. If there is only 1 umpire,
they should be positioned behind home plate and can request the help of coaches in the
field if needed for a call on the bases. Any home team not supplying the
required umpire(s) at the start of the game is subject to
forfeiting that game, at the discretion of the Machine Pitch

Softball League Commissioner.
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3. The home team shall furnish the official scorer. Both teams shall submit full names,
first and last, and player numbers (if their jerseys have numbers), to
the official scorer. Any home team not supplying the required official
scorer at the start of the game is subject to forfeiting that game,
at the discretion of the Machine Pitch Softball League
Commissioner.
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. The Machine Pitch Softball League will utilize a Louisville Slugger Blue Flame
Pitching Machine, a low-cost mechanical pitching machine, for delivering pitches to
each batter. The home team shall provide the pitching machine for each game. (Pitching
machines will be able to be purchased through MCYS at cost). It is
recommended that the pitching machine springs be replaced as
often as needed to provide consistent pitching, as their
elasticity is compromised through excessive use.
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6. All Peewee half-innings shall end with either 3 (three) outs or once the 6th (sixth) run
of that half-inning crosses home plate, regardless of the number of outs. The

and subsequent innings shall have an unlimited run limit.

7. All Peewee regular scason and tournament (non-championship) games shall be 6
innings duration, unless tied. If weather or darkness interferes with
play so that the game is called (ended) by the umpire, it is a regulation game:
a. If 5 (five) full innings have been played. or if the home team has scored an
equal or greater number of runs in four or four and a fraction turns at bat.
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8. All Peewee regular season and tournament (non-championshij
following run rule limits.
a. The game shall end when the visiting team is behind or

four and one-half) innings or after the 5™ (fifth ng, if
runs behind

run rule lead after 3 (three) complete innings
shall constitute a complete ball game

more runs after 4 4

either team is

9. There is no run rule limit for MCYS Tournament Peewee championship games. Any
MCYS Tournament Peewee championship game shall be a 6 (Six) 7{seven) inning
game unless tied, or unless called before 6 (Six) 7-{seven) innings by agreement of
both managers.
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VL PITCHING

1. Peewee pitchers may piteh appear on the mound in amaximum-of No more
than 3 (three) innings per in-any-{ene) game. One pitch thrown in a half

mnmg constitutes an mmng pm:hed ?hmmg—m—leaﬂ—l—(ene-}—pﬁeh
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2. Catcher’s interference (obstruction), where the catcher make:
contact with the swinging bat (generally with the catcher’s
glove), can be called on a pitch from either the defensive pitche

or the offensive coach-pitcher. A dead ball shall be called and
the batter awarded first base. Any base runners already on base
shall advance one base, if forced.
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1. Starting in 2022 in the Peanut League, cach at-bat will begin with a defensive player
pitching to the opposing team’s batters from the regulation pitching mound.

a.

Each at-bat will proceed until the batter strikes out {3 (three) strikes}, is called
out on a defensive play on a batted ball, or makes it safely to base on a batted
ball . No walks will be issued.

When the batter’s count reaches 3 balls, er+-the-batter—is-hit-by-a-pitehs an
offensive coach-pitcher will take over pitching duties to complete the at-bat.
The coach-pitcher must pitch overhand, with a full overhand motion. With the
coach-pitcher on the mound, the at-bat will continue until the batter strikes out
{3 (three) strikes}, is called out on a defensive play on a batted ball, or makes
it safely to base on a batted ball.
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4. Players are generally limited to play on one team and one league only within the MCYS
program to give as many players as possible an opportunity to play.

a. Starting in 2026, Peanut players that are currently eligible
and actively playing on an MCYS Peanut, may also play on
an MCYS Peewee Team. To be eligible for this special
roster exemption, players must be registered to play on
Peanut and Peewee teams from the same community, and
must have reached their 8th (eighth) birthday by June 1st
of the current year. This special roster exemption wi
apply for the regular season, and for tournament play.
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7. All Peanut regular season shall be 6 (six) innings duration. EXCEPTION:

a.

If a game is called because of weather or darkness, 3 % (three and one-half)
innings will be considered a complete game if the home team is in the lead, or
4 (four) innings if the visiting team is in the lead.
A regular season game shall not start a new inning after
1 Y2 (one and one-half) hours have passed since the official
start of the game. A game that is tied when the time limit
rule is invoked shall be ruled a tie.
b= A regular season game shall be ruled a tie if the score is tied after 7 (seven)
innings.
i. Ifaregular season game is tied after 6 (six) innings, cach half of the 7th
(seventh) inning shall start with a runner placed at 2nd (second) base
(aka International Rules). The runner shall be the person from the
appropriate half of the 6th (sixth) inning who made the last out.

. & All post-season (tournament) games must be continued until a winner is

determined.




image14.png
e. & To resume a suspended game, resume game play where it was left off at the
time of the suspension. If any players are missing when the game resumes,
those players are removed from the batting order without penalty. Any
additional players available for the game completion would be added to the end
of the batting order, just like if they arrived for the game late.
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If a player leaves the game due to injury or illness or is skipped in
the batting order for any reason, that player is removed from
the batting order and no out is recorded when that spot in the batting
order comes up later in the game. If removal of the player reduces the
number of players to 9 (nine) or less, an out will be recorded when that
spot in the batting order comes up later in the game. The player
removed from the game or batting order for any
reason cannot re-enter the game.
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¢. Peanut pitchers may pitch / appear in a maximum of 3 (three) consecutive

innings or 9 (nine) outs in any 1 (one) game. Throwing at
least 1 (one) pitch counts as an appearance by the pitcher, which counts as 1
(one) inning towards the limit of 3 (three) ﬁ nnings per game.
The maximum number of outs that can be recorded by a pitcher in 1 (one)

game is therefore 9 (ninc) consecutive outs, recorded over 3 (three)
appearances or innings.
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2. Ne-mere-than2-{twe)base Runners may advance and/or score on a passed ball

or a wild pitch per-innine—Clerif y-batk-that-has seeured-by-th
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seoreifeplay-is-made-on-thens ANy Sthes runners may advance at their own

risk, including from third to home, if there is a play made upon that

specific any base runner.

If for any pitch, the ball is retrieved by the catcher outside of the catcher’s box, it is
considered a passed ball or a wild pitch.

3. On a dropped third strike, the batter is not out and —Fhe-batter may aet attempt to
go to first base. If the dropped third strike carries out of the
catcher’s box, runner(s) may attempt to score from third base.
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6. If a batted ground ball is hit directly to and fielded by the pitcher
while inside the pitching circle, any runner may advance one
base [at her own risk] if they make an immediate move toward
that base.

. % Base runners are encouraged to slide feet first into a base when a play is being made
on them.

. 2 While running bases, if contact occurs between the base runner and a defens
player, the umpire’s best judgment should be used to determine if the contact is illegal
and results in an out call. Remember these kids are learning the game.





